Responses to conspecifics' urine by the degu (Octodon degus).
In nature the degu has been observed to deposit and to investigate scents. This study employed a captive group of these animals to investigate their responses to conspecific urinary marks in a neutral arena. Both sex classes served as subjects. They were presented with urine obtained from males, from females and a saline control. The females were found to be more active in responding. On the basis of sniffing frequency, they exhibited greater discriminative abilities than did the males. The urine from female donors was sniffed more frequently by all subjects. The frequency of approaching a mark and the time spent in the vicinity of a stimulus are interpreted as being investigatory responses. It seems that the marks deposited by females have a greater salience and that females are more sensitive to olfactory stimuli.